WHILST injuries to the eyes of children do not differ greatly from those of adults, they are of special importance from more than one point of view.
The increasing frequency of such injuries, as seen in this hospital at all events, shows that the subject must be of interest both in the practical and in the economic aspect. The statistics in the following table form the foundation of this paper. In many cases the lids have been cut and deep cicatrices formed, which give rise to difficult prothesis.
In two cases the orbital margin was broken, once by a stone and once' by a kick from a horse.
Amongst the injuries of less severity, there is frequently a penetrating wound, as -by a piece of iron wire, a pen-knife or a fork, which results in cyclitis of quiet type. These are the most difficult cases to deal with as the eye often does well for a month or two, and then sympathetic ophthalmitis steals on one unawares when the child has left the hospital.
Parsons has drawn attention to the fact that young children are fully as liable to sympathetic ophthalmitis as are adults (Trans.
Ofhth. Soc., 1916, p. 77) , and even states that they are much more liable, and I entirely agree, with his conclusion.
Generally speaking, it is -much wiser to err on the safe side and remove any child's eye which is injured in the ciliary region than to try to save it and so risk the onset of sympathetic ophthalmitis. If the cornea only be cut, even though the iris be involved in the wound, it may be possible to save the eye, sightless it may be, but if the wound be continued into the ciliary Iregion to any extent, the result is nearly always disappointing.
Injuries by glass are always more' serious than they appear to be, and if the globe be penetrated by glass, it is practically always lost.
Such Thus, although it may not be possible to estimate the loss to the State involved in the three years' record before us, the figure must be very considerable.
Lastly, it may be noted that the loss of an eye in a child involves a considerable amount of expense in providing artificial eyes.
Cosmetic results The removal of an eye of a young child is a very serious and unpleasant undertaking for a surgeon. In a girl, especially, it is to be regretted as the deformity which results is a consideration of some importance. 
